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     Catchment Update  

Spring 2016   

 

 

 

In General:  
Hi teams. Welcome to another exciting catchment update. This one focusses mainly on the water bug surveys and 
the new scores reaches are being given. In line with the new 5 level CHIP scoring system, the presence of stonefly, 
mayfly and caddis fly larvae in a survey also affects the overall rating. If one of these is missing the ranking is 
dropped by 1, e.g. a GOOD score becomes only FAIR, and so on. 
Rain has made life better this spring for bugs in most waterways, even though you might not think so comparing this 
update to my last one. The ‘degraded’ assessment of so many reaches this spring is more a reality check for urban 
ponds and waterways than a reflection of worsening water quality. Even with the good rainfall we have enjoyed they 
struggle to provide for the needs of many aquatic species. 
The Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch coordinators also sharpened their water bug wrangling skills with John 
Gooderham, who co-authored the blue ‘The Waterbug Book’ we use for bug ID. (Boy have I been a sook when 
waving the net around!). We had to ensure all surveys conducted this season were in line with best practice 
i.e.better netting technique and significantly more time spent examining the trays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bug nerds.(with John Gooderham centre) (Photo DKellock) 

In other news, changes to the Murrumbidgee Reaches have also occurred in the last CHiP report as Cooma 
Waterwatch Program extends its monitoring up into the far headwaters above Tantangara Dam. As a result all ours 
have all been moved up by one (e.g. CMM6 becomes CMM7 etc.).  
Castle Hill Creek (UMC1) and Fadden Pond are not currently being monitored.  
November was the month in spring for smells, rubbish and high nutrient readings from a number of sites around our 
region. 

Stonefly larvae 

Mayfly larvae 

Caddis fly larvae 
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Murrumbidgee River; 

Murrumbidgee River CMM7 Michelago to Tharwa ‘Sandwash’. 
3 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by Dan Starrs (UMWW Scientific Officer) and Woo O’Reilly (UMWW Facilitator). 

Site: Angle Crossing Score:  5.9 Variety:  9                                                          EXCELLENT 

 

Murrumbidgee River CMM8 Murrumbidgee River; Tharwa ‘Sandwash’ to Point Hut Crossing.  
4 out of 9 data sets were received for the 3 active sites in this reach.  

The bug survey was done in early September by me. It was arguably too early and cold. I was probably not thorough 
enough either. 

 Site: Tharwa Log Jam Score: 4.6  Variety: 4                                                        DEGRADED 

 

Murrumbidgee River CMM9 Murrumbidgee River; Point Hut Crossing to Kambah Pool. 
6 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by the Green Army. Liz’s team with supervision by Dan. 

 Site: Kambah Pool  Score: 5.1 Variety: 10                                                                   GOOD 

Murrumbidgee River CMM10 Murrumbidgee River; Casuarina Sands to Uriarra Crossing. 
6 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this 

reach.  

Bug survey by Woo. In September Barbara recorded a 
turbidity reading of 80 NTUs and Sands Waterwatch team 
a score of 60NTUs after the heavy early spring rain. 

 Site: Uriarra Crossing Score: 6.1 Variety: 8                                                                  

                                                        EXCELLENT 

Swamp Creek LMS1 Uriarra Creek confluence to 
Murrumbidgee River confluence. 
3 out of 3 data sets were received for the 1 site in this reach.  

Bug survey by Woo.  

 Score: 6.3  Variety: 6                  FAIR                                                                                     

 

Barney’s Gully MMB1 Woodcock Drive to confluence with Murrumbidgee River 
3 out of 3 data sets were received for the 1 site in this reach.  

Bug survey by Melrose High School Year 8 ‘ACE Science’  students with me. 

  Score: 3.1  Variety: 8                                                                                                        FAIR 
 

Stranger Pond MSP1 Stranger Pond in North Bonython.  
6 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

Bugs surveyed by Liz’s Green Army team and Dan.  The Green Army noted a lot of rubbish and ‘strange smells’ 
coming from the pond in November. 

 Site: Dam wall  Score: 4.2 Variety: 7                                                                           DEGRADED 

                                                   

Spring Station Creek CMS1 Top of creek to confluence with Murrumbidgee River. 
2 out of 3 data sets were received for the 1 site in this reach.  

Bug survey by Green Army. This time Richard’s team with me holding the whip. 
 

           Score: 4.3  Variety: 9                                                                                                FAIR 

Uriarra Crossing in Sept (Photo BMackin) 
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Westwood Farm TMM1 McQuoid’s Hill to Murrumbidgee River. 
4 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by students at the Lion’s Youth Haven schools program with help from me.   

 Sites: McQuoid’s Creek  Average Score: 3.7 Average Variety: 13                                    GOOD 

 

Cooleman Ridge dams RAN1 Two dams on Cooleman Ridge.   
6 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

Bugs surveyed by combined scouts, cubs and joeys, their leaders and parents. Supervised by me,  just before it all 
went green(see Pat’s photo). 
The ‘old dam’ became slightly acidic in November and both dams full of b/g algae. 
 
 

 Site: Kathner Street Dam Score: 3.8 Variety: 8    FAIR 

 
Blue/green algae in Kathner Dam Nov (Photo PRyan). 

 

 

Tuggeranong Creek; 

Upper Tuggeranong Creek TUG1 Headwaters of Tuggeranong Creek catchment to Theodore. 
4 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

This reach now has an added site at the headwaters near the ACT/NSW border, thanks to Sue Bond and Tony Cory. 
Waterbug survey by me. 

 Site: Theodore bridge site  Score: 4.9 Variety: 9                                                                  FAIR 

 

Middle Tuggeranong Creek TUG2 Concrete drains system upstream of Isabella Pond. 
13 out of 12 data sets were received for the 4 sites in this reach.  

Bug surveys by Caroline Chisholm School’s Yr9 students at 3 sites. Literally on their hands and knees in concrete 
drains. 

   Average Score: 1.3 Average Variety: 1                                                                       DEGRADED 

 

Lower Tuggeranong Creek TUG3 Tuggeranong Creek to Murrumbidgee River confluence.  
3 out of 3 data sets were received for the 1 site in this reach.  

Survey by Liz’s Green Army team and Dan. They reported a putrid smell coming from the water in November.  

 Score: 3.7 Variety: 8                                                                                                              FAIR                                      

 Water Scorpion from Kathner Street Dam 
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Lake Tuggeranong Wetlands TLT1 Drakeford Drive weir to South Quay foot bridge weir.  
6 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 active sites in this reach.  

Bugs survey by me, and lots of flies. The wetland had its water level lowered and was garnished along the exposed 
bed by dead carp. 

 Site: Wetlands (east)    Score: 4.8 Variety: 7                                                                  DEGRADED 

 

Lake Tuggeranong TLT2 Main body of Lake. 
7 out of 15 data sets were received for the 5 sites in this reach.  

Surveys by Lake Tuggeranong College’s Sustainability Unit. Supervised by me.  Ben picked up extreme nitrate 
readings in November at his sites at the northern end. 

 Sites: College boat jetty & Town Park beach  Average Score: 3.2 Average Variety: 6  DEGRADED 

 

Isabella Pond TIP1 Large pond south of Monash. 
9 out of 9 data sets were received for the 3 sites in this reach.  

Caroline Chisholm School established a new site at the zig zag dam wall under Drakeford Drive. They need a really 
long pole to reach the water. They also conducted the bug survey. 
Also welcome to new Waterwatcher Ella Shaw, who has joined with Walt Daley. She reported loads of rubbish in the 
GPT above her northern site in the pond. 

 Site: Dam wall Score: 3.2 Variety: 4                                                                             DEGRADED 

 

Goodwin Village Pond RAN2 Small pond at Goodwin Village, Monash.   
3 out of 3 data sets were received for the 1 site in this reach.  

Survey by Caroline Chisholm School students. 

  
Score: 3.5 Variety: 3                                                                                                                  DEGRADED 

 

Point Hut Pond; 

Point Hut Ponds MPG1 Headwater of Conder Creek to Point Hut Pond. 
12 out of 12 data sets were received for the 4 active sites in this reach.  

Waterbug survey by Melrose High School Year 8 ‘ACE Science’  students with me. 
The Carers of Point Hut Pond group lamented the departure of much of their water bird population. Experts suspect 
many have taken advantage of wetter conditions in other possibly more natural wetlands. 
A population of large carp or coy were spotted by Vera up in the top wetlands in Conder.  

 Site: Point Hut Pond middle site Score: 3.5  Variety: 6                                                DEGRADED 

 

Cotter River; 

Cotter River MCC1 Downstream of the Cotter Dam. 
3 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by Woo. 

 Site: Cotter Bridge  Score: 4.1  Variety: 7                                                                        POOR 

 

Cotter River MCC2 Pipeline Rd crossing to Vanity’s Crossing 
0 out of 3 data sets were received for the 1 site in this reach.  

Bug survey by Woo, again. Thanks Woo. 
 

Score: 5.6 Variety: 12                                                                                                   EXCELLENT 



5 

 

Paddy’s River; 

Paddy’s River catchment CTP1 Tidbinbilla Rd bridge to Murray’s Corner. 
6 out of 9 data sets were received for the 3 sites in this reach.  

Murray’s Corner was used for our staff waterbug training day.  

 Site: Murray’s Corner Score: 5.6 Average Variety:  10                                              EXCELLENT 
 

 
Murrays Corner in Sept (Photo:F.Horan) 

Tidbinbilla River CTT1 Headwater of Tidbinbilla River and Ashbrook Creek to Gilmores Road Crossing. 
Includes Sanctuary wetlands   
12 out of 15 data sets were received for the 5 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by Friends of Tidbinbilla Waterwatch team. Supervised by me.  

 Site: Tidbinbilla R upper site   Score: 7.1 Average Variety: 7                                          FAIR 

 

Gibraltar Creek GIB  Top of river to Woods Reserve.  
3 out of 6 data sets were received for the 2 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by Richard’s Green Army team with me looking on. 

 Site: Woods Reserve  Score: 6.7  Variety: 11                                                             EXCELLENT 
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Gudgenby River; 

Gudgenby River catchment CGG1 Headwaters of small creeks and Orroral River to the 
Murrumbidgee River confluence. 
10 out of 15 data sets were received for the 5 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by Richard’s Green Army team with me. 

 Site: Naas Rd bridge  Score: 5.5 Variety: 9                                                                    GOOD 

  

Bogong Creek catchment CGB1 Headwaters to Yankee Hat trail bridge. 
3 out of 6 data sets were received for the 3 sites in this reach.  

A very wet spring kept the ‘Gudgenby Bushies’ team locked out of Namadji NP until Novenber. 
They had Woo show them the bugging ropes when they were finally able to return. 

 Site: Yankee hat trail bridge  Score: 5.9 Variety: 10                                                EXCELLENT 

 

Hospital Creek catchment CGH1 Headwater of Hospital Breakfast and Little Dry Creeks to the 
confluence with the Gudgenby River. 
4 out of 8 data sets were received for the 4 sites in this reach.  

Survey by Gudgenby Bush Regenerators Waterwatch team after their intensive with Woo. 

 Site: Hospital Ck Nth  Score: 5.0 Variety: 9                                                                   GOOD 

 

Naas River; 

Naas River NNN1 Headwater to Gudgenby River confluence.  
7 out of 18 data sets were received for the 6 sites in this reach.  

Bug survey by Richard’s Green Army team with me looking on while we knelt in cow poo on the river crossing. The 
Marsham family found very high phosphorus levels as far up as the NP gate in November. 

 Site: Caloola Farm Score: 5.2 Variety: 9                                                                         GOOD 

 

 

 
A huge thank you to all those groups and individuals involved in collecting data. Waterwatch 

volunteers provide vital and immediate information on the state of our waterways which is used 

regularly by government, consultants and corporations and other agencies locally and nationally. 

To view Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch data go to http://www.act.waterwatch.org.au .  

For more information contact the SACTCG Waterwatch Coordinator on 62966400 or at 

waterwatch@sactcg.org.au .  
 

Martin Lind. 
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