
 34 

Recommended planting list 
The following plants are indigenous to woodland in the ACT and are available from selected plant 

nurseries. These are locally sourced populations which will maintain genetic integrity and are 

available for planting in areas where they are not regularly watered and are subject to drought and 

occasional burns. The list (unpublished) has been collated by greening Australia ACT Region. 

Greening Australia has recommended some plants (shaded in grey) that will are well suited to the 

Hughes Garran Woodland and those that would most likely to survive. 

If plants additional to the list are chosen it is important to ensure the species that are planted are not 

invasive, meet the objectives of this plan and provide habitat for the species that are to be encouraged 

in the park 

 

1. Recommended list for areas where grass weeds are removed.  
Criteria used to select species: 

Indigenous 

Establish successfully 

Regenerate easily 

Are relatively bulky 

Can withstand disturbance in sites (including burning) 

Herbaceous or low growing shrubs and 

Are available from Greening Australia 

Small shrubs 

Hairy Guinea-flower (Hibertia obtusifolia) 

Grasses 

Wallaby grasses (Rytidosperma spp.) syn. Austrodanthonia 

Red-anthered wallaby grass (Rytidosperma pallidum) syn. Joycea pallida 

Redleg grass (Bothrioloa maera) 

Weeping grass (Microlaena styloides) 

Spreading flax lily (Dianellia revoluta)  

Forbs 

Lemon beauty heads (Calocephalus citrus) 

Common everlasting daisy (Chrysocephalum apiculatum) 

Sticky everlasting (Xerochrysum viscosum) 

Fuzzweed (Vittadinia cuneta) 

 

2. Short list of recommended species for increasing bird and other habitat. 
Criteria used to select species: 

Indigenous 

Establish successfully 

Regenerate easily 

Can withstand disturbance in sites (including burning) 

Good habitat species 

Are available from Greening Australia 

Species 

Redleaved wattle (Acacia rubida) 

Lightwood (Acacia implexa) 

Australian buckthorn (Bursaria spinosa) 

Narrow-leaved bitter pea (Daviesia mimosoides) 
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Table 6.  Recommended Planting List. 

Shaded in grey – plants suitable for the Hughes-Garran Woodland (Greening Australia). 

Species Common Name Form Habitat 
Eucalyptus bridgesiana  Apple Box Tree > 15m  grassy woodland lower slopes, 

south facing 

Allocasuarina  verticillata  Drooping She-oak Tree 10-15m dry slopes 

Brachychiton populneus  Kurrajong Tree 10-15m forest  

Eucalyptus blakelyi  Blakely’s Red Gum Tree 10-15m grassy woodland, low lying 

Eucalyptus dives  Broad-leaved Peppermint Tree 10-15m dry, sheltered 

Eucalyptus goniocalyx  Bundy Tree 10-15m dry skeletal 

Eucalyptus melliodora  Yellow Box Tree 10-15m Grassy woodland deeper soils 

Eucalyptus nortonii  Large-flowered Bundy Tree 10-15m dry areas, more in south 

Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp 

pauciflora  

Snow Gum Tree 10-15m lower slopes, frost hollows 

Eucalyptus polyanthemos  Red Box Tree 10-15m grassy woodland, shrubby 

woodland 

Acacia buxifolia Box-leaved Wattle Tree or shrub 

<10m 

Woodland, forest 

Acacia dealbata  Silver Wattle Tree or shrub 

<10m 

habitat: birds, sugar gliders 

Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle  Tree or shrub 

<10m 

Woodland  

Bursaria spinosa Australian Blackthorn Shrub >4m Bird habitat, woodland, forest 

Dodonaea viscosa Narrow-leaved Hopbush Shrub >4m  

Grevillea lanigera Woolly Grevillea Shrub >4m  

Leptospermum lanigerum Woolly Teatree Shrub >4m   

Acacia rubida Red-leaved Wattle Shrub 2-4m Woodland, forest 

Acacia genistifolia Early Wattle Shrub <2m Woodland, forest 

Acacia implexa Lightwood Shrub <2m Woodland, forest 

Daviesia genistifolia  Broom Bitter Pea Shrub <2m Woodland, forest 

Daviesia mimosoides Narrow-leaved Bitter Pea Shrub <2m Woodland, forest 

Derwentia perfoliata Blue Veronica Shrub <2m Dry sites 

Hibbertia obtustifolia  Hoary Guineaflower Shrub <2m 30 cm 

Hovea heterophylla Creeping Hovea Shrub <2m Woodland, forest 

Indigofera adesmifolia Leafless Indigo Shrub <2m Woodland, forest 

Indigofera australis Australian Indigo Shrub <2m Frost sensitive in exposed areas 

Kunzea parvifolia  Violet Kunzea Shrub <2m wet areas or sheltered aspects 

Leptospermum ovoabatum Creek Teatree Shrub <2m Drainage lines 

Pultenaea subspicata Low Bush Pea Shrub <2m Woodland, forest 

Austrodanthonia species Wallaby Grasses Grass Grassland, woodland 

Austrostipa bigeniculata Kneed Speargrass Grass Grassland 

Austrostipa densiflora Foxtail Speargrass Grass low fertility soils 

Austrostipa scabra  Slender Speargrass Grass Grassland, woodland 
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Species Common Name Form Habitat 

Bothriochloa macra  Red Grass Grass Grassland 

Chloris truncata Windmill Grass Grass Grassland 

Cymbopogon refractus Barbed-wire Grass Grass woodland 

Joycea pallida  Red-anthered Wallaby 

Grass 

Grass Woodland 

Microlaena stipoides  Weeping Grass Grass Grassy woodland 

Poa sieberiana Snow Grass Grass Grassland, woodland 

Themeda triandra  Kangaroo Grass Grass Grassland, woodland 

Arthropodium minus Small Vanilla Lily Herb Grassland, woodland 

Brachyscome rigidula  Hairy Cutleaf Daisy Herb Grassland, woodland 

Brunonia australis  Blue Pin Cushion Herb Grassland, woodland 

Bulbine bulbosa Bulbine Lily Herb Grassland, woodland 

Burchardia umbellata Milkmaids Herb Grassland, woodland 

Caesia calliantha Blue Grass Lily Herb Grassland, woodland 

Calocephalus citreus Lemon Beauty Heads Herb Grassland, woodland 

Carex appressa Tussock Sedge Herb Grassland, woodland 

Chrysocephalum apiculatum Common Everlasting Daisy Herb Grassland 

Chrysocephalum 

semipapposum 

Clustered Everlasting Daisy Herb woodland 

Coronidium scorpiodes Button Everlasting Daisy Herb Grassland, woodland 

Craspedia variabilis Variable Billy Buttons Herb Grassland, woodland 

Dianella longifolia Smooth Flax Lily Herb upland 

Dianella revoluta Spreading Flax Lily Herb grassy woodland 

Arthropodium fimbriatum Chocolate Lily Herb Grassland, woodland 

Eryngium ovinum Blue Devil Herb Grassland, woodland  

Goodenia pinnatifida Scrambled Eggs Herb Grassland, woodland 

Coronidium oxylepis subsp. 

lanatum 
Woolly Pointed Everlasting 

Herb Grassland 

Leptorhynchos squamatus Scaly Buttons Herb Grassland, woodland 

Leucochrysum albicans Hoary Sunray Herb grassy woodland, dry sites 

Linum marginale Native Flax Herb Grassland, woodland 

Lomandra bracteata Small Matrush Herb Grassland, woodland 

Lomandra filiformis  Wattle Matrush Herb Grassland, woodland 

Lomandra longifolia  Long-leaved Matrush Herb Woodland 

Lomandra multiflora Many-flowered Matrush Herb Grassland, woodland 

Microseris lanceolata Yam daisy Herb Grassland 

Podolepis jaceoides Showy Copperwire Daisy Herb Grassland, woodland 
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Species Common Name Form Habitat 

Rutidosis leptorhynchoides Button Wrinklewort Herb Woodland 

Stylidium graminifolium Trigger Plant Herb Grassland, woodland 

Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe lily Herb Grassland, woodland 

Thysanotus tuberosus Fringe Lily Herb Grassland, woodland 

Vittadinia cuneata Fuzzweed Herb Grassland, woodland 

Vittadinia muelleri  Narrow-leaved New 

Holland Daisy 

Herb Grassland, woodland 

Wahlenbergia species  Native Bluebell Herb Grassland, woodland 

Wurmbea dioica Early Nancy Herb Grassland, woodland 

Xerochrysum viscosum Sticky Everlasting Herb Grassy woodland 

Clematis leptophylla  Small-leaved Clematis Climber Woodland 

Hardenbergia violacea  False Sarsparilla Climber Woodland, forest 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 Figure 22.  Some recent plantings; apple box to the left, Oxylobium to the right                     
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The Management Plan 
The management plan has two components, firstly, a ten-year plan that describes what the interested 

parties plan to achieve in the long term and who is responsible for different activities.  The second 

component is a one-year rolling plan that sets out the activities of the coming year.  The latter is more 

detailed in terms of activities and their timing and is reviewed each year by the ACT Government and 

the Hughes Garran Woodland Group.  Both plans apply to the individual Management Units (MUs). 

Objectives  

The Management Plan is intended to provide guidance for the Hughes Garran Woodland volunteer 

group, ensuring that it satisfies the requirements of both the landowner (the ACT Government) and the 

amenity needs of the local community.  The Hughes Garran Woodland has been significantly 

disturbed and is not a nature park but it does retain important natural values which the Woodland 

group wishes to retain and enhance.  Specific objectives of the Management Plan are to:   

1. Enhance amenity values of the Woodland for the local community. 

2. Improve the condition of the yellow box–red gum grassy woodland.  

3. Protect the Woodland and surrounding residences from wildfire.  

Management actions   

The following describes the activities that should be addressed and how they might be 

implemented.  

Amenity 

 Improving access and security in the Woodland by mowing walking tracks and removing 

understory from 5m on either side of the tracks (HGWG). 

 Improving the condition of eroding tracks (HGWG). Service road erosion to be monitored and 

repaired only where vehicle access if required (ACT Government). 

 Providing opportunities for residents and others to learn more about the values of the park and 

its management (HGWG). 

Tree health     

 Obtain advice on the best way to improve the health of the trees in parts of the North and 

Central MUs.  Options may include the removal of dense litter and coppice from the base of 

drought and fire-affected trees and the removal of selected trees and opening up some of the 

denser plantings (HGWG). 

Weed control 

 Map the major weed populations (HGWG). 

 Remove some Cootamundra wattles from West MU by cut and daub (HGWG). 

 Thin native acacias within the fire hazard zones (West, South and North MUs) (HGWG). 

 Remove other woody weeds, including any that regenerate after treatment (HGWG). 

 Remove isolated plants or contain patches of African lovegrass and Chilean needlegrass where 

it occurs, by spraying and where necessary, revegetating (HGWG).  

 Maintain vigilance to remove re-invading woody or herbaceous weeds (HGWG). 

 Reduce the abundance of blue periwinkle, fleabane, mullein, milk thistle, St John’s wort and 

mustard weed, with priority being given to Central MU and the grassland in West MU 

(HGWG).   

 Replant bare areas with native grasses that are easy to establish (gain advice from Greening 

Australia ACT). Minimise re-invasion (HGWG).  

 

 



 39 

Erosion 

 Reduce potential erosion of the tracks (HGWG).  

 Reduce erosion on service road on northern boundary of West MU (ACT Government).   

 Consider the use of rocky ‘weirs’ (Sharp, 2011) (HGWG). 

Fire protection 

 Ensure planting areas are mapped and fire officers are aware of their locations (HGWG). 

 Mow around the plantings prior to burns being undertaken (HGWG). 

 Remove risk factors (eg fallen timber, inflammable vegetation, debris and litter) along West, 

South and North MUs, which are on the boundaries of the reserve (HGWG, ACT Govt). 

 Slashing a 10m wide break around the boundaries of the Woodland, including the West and 

South MUs (TAMS). 

 Removal of woody weeds that provide a ‘fire ladder’ (HGWG). 

 Mowing along walking tracks on MU boundaries to provide small fire breaks (HGWG). 

Enhancement of native plants and habitat diversity  

 Undertake a more detailed plant survey in each of the MUs and identify patches of the more 

diverse native areas. 

 Thin tree plantings to open up the canopy in selected areas (to be planned and mapped prior to 

removal). Target non-indigenous species including blue gum and ribbon gum (both of these 

are highly flammable due to the long ribbons of bark that are retained on the trees).  

 Retain a diversity of structure, including some patches of tree and shrub thickets where 

possible to provide a diversity of habitat for small woodland birds. 

 Retain or enhance fallen timber to provide habitat for reptiles and other fauna particularly in 

Central MU. 

 Plant up areas to species that attract birds and other fauna, a list of recommended plants is 

given in Recommended Planting List, page 34, taking into account the need to prevent any 

increase in fire hazard. Central MU in particular, should be targeted for enhancement of 

diversity. 

 Undertake an ecological burn approximately twice in ten years (which may also be a control 

burn to reduce fire fuel) of the grassland in West MU.  

Monitoring and evaluation.  Details of monitoring is given in Appendix 4, page 49.  

 Establish photo-monitoring points at selected locations to track changes to structure and 

composition over time. Suggest that spring is the appropriate time to do this (HGWG). 

 Retain a list of species planted in areas and monitor survival to get an idea of the most 

successful species to plant. Ensure the locations are mapped (HGWG). 

 Maintain a diary of management activities and dates of control burns or other major events.  

 Determine if any local residents may be able to undertake monitoring of bird populations and 

diversity using methods recommended by Canberra Ornithologists Group or seek assistance 

from Red Hill Regenerators. If possible undertake this before and after major changes to the 

site’s structure and composition (HGWG).  

 Develop a list of birds encountered in the park and monitor them annually, ideally using the 
methods recommended by Canberra Ornithologists Group (a 2ha plot is surveyed for  
20 minutes on select dates several times a year). The results can therefore be used to track 
changes to bird abundance and diversity and to compare to results from other areas, including 
Red Hill Nature Reserve (HGWG). 

 Monitor bird boxes to determine what species are using them, ensure that Indian mynas are 

not invading the boxes and displacing native species (HGWG). 

 Undertake a condition assessment similar to that done by the Red Hill Regenerators, based on 

the percentage cover of exotics in the groundcover. 
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Ten-Year Plan for Individual Management Units. 

Shaded activities to be carried out by ACT Government agency, the Territory and Municipal Service (TAMS).  

Mowing regimes differ with the season; once in a dry season, twice in a normal and thrice in a wet season.  
Walking track maintenance involves mowing, under-storey removal either side of track and erosion control. 

Table 7. Ten-Year  Plan for Individual Management Units 

 Western MU Southern MU Central MU Northern MU Eastern MU 

 

Fuel 
management 

To be burnt 2012-
13 & then at 5-6 
yr intervals. 

Fire breaks (see 
map) slashed by 
TAMS.   

New plantings to 
be protected by 
Group 

To be burnt 2012-13 
& then at 5-6 yr 
intervals. 

Fire breaks (see map) 
slashed by TAMS.  

New plantings to be 
protected by Group 

No treatment Fire breaks (see 
map) slashed by 
TAMS. 

Group to widen 
fire break to 
15m and reduce 
fuel loading in 
lieu of burning   

Total area slashed 
by TAMS.  

New plantings to 
be protected by 
Group 

Access 
roads and 
walking 
tracks 

Walking tracks  
maintained by 
Group. Erosion. 

Service road up-
graded by ACT 
Govt. 

Walking tracks 
maintained1 by 
Group 

Walking tracks 

maintained. by 

Group 
Control erosion 

on Hawk Hill. 

Walking tracks 
maintained. by 
Group.  

Walking tracks 
maintained. by 
Group.  

 

Weed 
management 

 

Woody weed 
control.  

Cootamundra 
wattle removed 
& replaced by 
kangaroo grass 
or other ground 
cover 

Woody weed control, 
also vinca, St 
John’s Wort, 
wattles.  Replace 
weeds with natives 

Emphasize weed 
control, & 
replace with 
native shrubs 
and ground 
cover common 
to box-gum 
woodlands.  

Woody weed and 
wattle control. 

 Also vinca, St 
Johns Wort. 
CNG*, ALG** 

Replace weeds 
with natives 

Woody weed 
control. 

Remove areas of 
CNG. 

Trees 
Clear base of trees 

prior to control 
burns 

Clear base of trees.   
Reduce density, 

remove trees near 
houses.  

Additional tree 
planting in open 
areas 

Remove coppice, 
fuel from base 
of damaged 
trees. 

Remove coppice, 
fuel from base 
of damaged 
trees. 

Thin some trees, 
remove small 
dead trees. 

Remove blue 
gums around 
remnant apple 
box. 

Thin some trees, 
remove small 
dead trees. 

Shrubs 
Protect existing 

plantings; limit 
future plantings 
to small shrubs 
& ground cover 
because of 
control burning. 

Protect existing 
plantings; limit 
future plantings to 
small shrubs & 
ground cover 
because of control 
burning. 

Plant shrubs eg 
bursaria & 
other box-gum 
woodland 
species in this, 
protected MU. 

Limit understorey 
to minimise 
fuel in lieu of 
burning this 
MU 

Plant clumps of 
shrubs to 
provide bird 
bridge to Red 
Hill Nature 
Park. . 

Grasslands  
Extend kangaroo 

grass by re-
moving wattle. 

Burn every 5-6 yrs.  
Extend native forbs 

in rocky area 

Heavily weed infested 
grass on deep moist 
soils will make 
alternative ground 
cover hard to 
establish. 

Replace weed 
species, eg 
vinca, CNG, 
with native 
ground cover.  

Replace weed 
species (ALG, 
CNG) with 
native ground 
cover.  

This whole area to 
be slashed by 
the TAMS 

Plantings 
including 
maintenance 

 

Protect existing 
plantings.  
Extend kangaroo 
grass. 

New planting of 
forbs.  

Protect existing 
plantings.  New 
tree planting in 
open areas. 

Plant shrubs & 
accumulate 
logs to max. 
habitat as this 
is a no burn 
area. 

A no burn area if 
fuel levels are 
kept low.   

Coppice around 
burnt trees 
removed, some 
small dead trees 
removed. 

Protection of new 
plantings by 
householder 

Shrubs could be 
planted to link 
to Red Hill 

Wildlife n/a Bird boxes Bird boxes, logs, 
plant shrubs 

Bird boxes  Bird boxes, plant 
native shrubs 

Public use. Recreation for children and adults, access to schools (3), shopping, workplaces.   

Monitor & 
evaluate 

Monitoring plot to be established in native grasses of West mu. 

Photo monitoring sites to be located thro’ park  

Community 
interaction 

(i)  Hughes – Garran Community input into consultant’s report. 

(ii) Signs explaining the woodland and its management. 

*   CNG = Chilean needlegrass   ** ALG = African lovegrass  
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Work activities proposed by the HGWG for 2013. 

To mow and maintain walking paths. 

To remove woody weeds from native grass area. 

Plant native grasses and small shrubs consistent with the species list Table of the Management Plan, 

mostly in the protected Central management unit.  Plant a few trees in the South management unit to 

replace burnt trees. 

Build and secure into trees a number of nesting boxes. 

Reduce fuel loadings in the North management unit. 

Table 8 Annual rolling plan for 2013 

On-going maintenance 

Mowing Mowing of walking tracks etc. as required. 

Rubbish 

collection 

All members on an ad hoc basis. 

Working bees 

Month Activity Resources Required 

March Woody weed removal Secateurs 

Glyphosate 

Gloves 

Daub bottles 

April May 

(school holidays 

12-29 April) 

Planting (native grasses, shrubs and trees) 

in areas designated with the pink circle on 

attached map.  

Tube stock and seed from GA 

Mulch (will use existing pile) 

Tree guards & stakes 

Water crystals, weed mat 

June–July-Aug Building and placement of nesting boxes Marine grade ply 

Nails 

Glue 

Forestry ladder 

September Fuel reduction – North mu. (removal of 

suckers from fire damaged trees and 

transport to green waste) 

Saw,  

2 trailers 

October 

(school holidays 

27 Sept–14 Oct) 

Weeding of native grass area, removal of 

Cootamundra wattles in West mu. 

Hand hoes, gloves.  

Brush cutter, daub bottles, 2 

trailers. 

Nov-Dec 

 

Remove weeds of national significance 

(WONS) St Johns Wort, ALG, CNG, etc  

Spraying arrangements for ALG and CNG 

to be discussed. 

Kangaroo Grass seed collection 

Spray backpack 

Glyphosate 

 

 

Bag and Secateurs 
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Figure 23.  Mapping showing location of 2013 plantings. 
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Work Health and Safety 
The ACT Government requires that WH&S laws applied to their employees also apply equally to 

volunteers.  For details see Work Health and Safety Fact Sheet for Volunteers – Fact Sheet available  

from the ParkCare and Volunteer Coordinator (62057384).  

Volunteers have a duty under the WH&S Act, ‘as far as is practicable’ to ensure that you perform  

activities in a safe and healthy manner, as well as ensuring the health and safety of others in your group. 

Responsibilities 

Parks and Conservation Service    Volunteers  

Provide training, information and instructions 

on how to do your work safely  

Provide personal protective equipment 

consistent with current operating procedures  

Provide first aid equipment or training within 

current operating procedures 

Provide information on emergency 

procedures, how to report hazards and 

incidents  

Simply, talk to you about work health and 

safety 

Take reasonable care for your own health and 

safety  

Take reasonable care to ensure you don’t affect 

the health and safety of others 

Carry out your tasks in a safe way  

Follow the reasonable work health and safety 

instructions given to you by the organisation you 

volunteer for 

Co-operate with the reasonable policies and 

procedures of the organisation you volunteer for 

that relate to work health and safety.   

Operation of Equipment  

Equipment used by the Group will be: 

 Appropriate to the task, correctly maintained and stored 

 Operated by designated people who have been inducted in the correct use of the equipment 

and where required eg spraying, chainsaw operation, have appropriate formal training. 

 

References and Further Information 
Adams, et al. 2007. Field Guide to the Native Trees of the ACT. National Parks Assoc. of the ACT. 

ACT Government. 2004. Woodlands for Wildlife: ACT Lowland Woodland Conservation Strategy. 

Action Plan No. 27. Environment ACT, Canberra. 

ACT Parks and Conservation Service. 2011. Updated Environmental Weed Control Operations Plan 

2011-19. ACTPCS October 2011. 

Canberra Ornithologists Group. 2004. Birds of Canberra Gardens. ACT Urban Services, ACT 

Government. 

Cooper, M. 2012. Report on Canberra Nature Park (nature reserves). ACT Government. 

Gould, L. 2005. Planting Companion: a Guide to Native Revegetation in the ACT. Greening 

Australia/ACT Forests, and other sources. 

Lindenmayer, D., Crane, M. and Michael, D. 2005. Woodlands: A Disappearing Landscape. CSIRO 

Publishing. 

Molonglo Catchment Group. 2007. Weed Information Pack.  www.molonglocatchment.com.au 

Red Hill Regenerators.  Online leaflet series.   www.redhillregenerators.org.au 

Sharp, S. 2011. Landscape Function in Canberra Nature Park and Impacts of Threatening Processes 

on Landscape Function. ACT Government. 

Taws, N. 2003. Bringing Back Birds: A Glovebox Guide. Greening Australia ACT. 

Taylor, M. 2006. Field Guide to the Birds of the ACT. National Parks Assoc. of the ACT. 

Territory and Municipal Services. 2009. ACT Weeds Strategy 2009-2019. Australian Capital 

Territory, Canberra. 

http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/
http://www.redhillregenerators.org.au/

