C. Pest Management
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Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

ACT NRM
Plan

Murrumbidgee
CAP

To increase our
understanding of the
impact of feral animals
within the catchment
area

•

•

Number of feral
animals identified

BMT1

BRCT3

•

Number of programs
associated with
SACTCG

•

Number of materials
developed and/or
utilised

BMT2

BRCT3

•

Number of display/
events attended

To educate the
community about the
impact feral animals
have on native fauna
and flora and ways to
reduce this impact

Identify the types of feral
animals causing impact
within the catchment and
the ways in which they
can be controlled

•

Identify current programs
and groups that address
the reduction of feral
animals within our
catchment

•

Develop and utilise
materials that promote
the effective management
of feral animals

•

Promote the importance
of native vegetation
through display and
events

Eastern Bluetongue (Tiliqua scincoides scincoides)

SOUTHERN ACT CATCHMENT GROUP INC

WATER HEALTH
The southern ACT catchment area is located within the reaches of the upper
Murrumbidgee River Catchment. There are 14 sub-catchments located within the southern
ACT catchment area and each sub-catchment has different primary and secondary
environmental values ranging from conservation, drainage and water supply to habitat,
hydro-electric power, irrigation, recreation, stock water, stormwater discharge and
waterscape features.
As we are unable to control the quality or quantity of the water that enters our waterways,
ensuring that we properly manage the health of our waterways, including groundwater, is
a top priority for the group. SACTCG Waterwatch volunteers regularly monitor the health of
our waterways to indicate if further work is required to maintain high water quality in our
catchment .
The health of our waterways is closely linked to the environmental surroundings that occur
adjacent to our waterways. These surroundings, or riparian zones, provide an assortment
of native plants, floodplains and wetlands that are important in contributing to water
health. Threats to water health may come from agriculture, urban and industrial usage,
stream modification, drought and storm events.
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The SACTCG is looking a maintaining the health of our waterways by:
A. Riparian Habitat: Maintaining healthy riparian areas to provide shade, stabilise
banks and provide improvement of habitat within our water sub-catchments.
B. Stormwater Management: Providing a cooperative and coordinated approach in
developing stormwater management practices to capture, treat and reuse surface
water runoff.
C. Groundwater Supply: Increasing the current information base for groundwater
supply and use within our catchment area.
D.

River Health Monitoring: Water Quality Monitoring, Data Management and raising
community awareness.

2007–2010
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A. Riparian Habitat

58

Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

ACT NRM
Plan

Murrumbidgee
CAP

To understand the state
of riparian areas within
the southern ACT
catchment area

•

Identify riparian zones
within the catchment area

•

Number of riparian
zones identified

BMT3

WRCT4

•

Prioritise state of riparian
zones for rehabilitation

•

Number of riparian
zones prioritised

•

Identify plant species
endemic to each riparian
zone

•

Number of plant
species identified

To continue monitoring
the state of our
waterway and the
impact fires have had
within riparian zones

•

Assess the health of our
waterways in bushfire
affect areas

•

Number of reports
produced

BMT3

WRCT4

To improve the state of
targeted riparian zones
within the southern
ACT catchment area

•

Develop and implement
programs for riparian
zones that look at
protecting areas through
fencing

•

Number of
fencing programs
implemented

BMT3

WRCT4

•

Number of
habitat programs
implemented

•

Number of
revegetation
programs
implemented

•

•

Develop and implement
programs for riparian
zone habitat rehabilitation
Develop and implement
revegetation programs
for riparian zones
that include weed
management practices
and methods for erosion
control

Pacific Black Ducks (Anas superciliosa) on Farrer Ridge Dam

SOUTHERN ACT CATCHMENT GROUP INC

B. Stormwater Management
Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

ACT NRM
Plan

Murrumbidgee
CAP

To contribute to plans
to regulate stormwater
flows within the urban
area of the southern
ACT catchment

•

•

Number of areas
identified

WMT3

WRCT1

•

Number of wetlands
established

•

Number of drains
stencilled

WMT3

WRCT1

•

Number of fact
sheets produced

•

Number of
publications
produced

To promote effective
stormwater
management practices
within the southern
ACT catchment area

Identify areas suitable
for the construction of
structures that reduce
water speed during
stormwater events and
promote sedimentation

•

Assist with the
development of projects
that allow for the
construction of wetlands
and sedimentation ponds
within identified areas

•

Develop and implement a
drain awareness program,
including drain stencilling
and information fact
sheets for the southern
ACT community

•

Produce publications that
focus on storm water
management

To access the impact
of stormwater events in
the catchment

•

Monitor stormwater
sumps for chemical
and physical indicators
leading to algal bloom
conditions

•

Number of
monitoring programs
implemented

WMT3

WRCT1

To decrease the
amount of waste
entering the waterways
of the southern ACT
catchment

•

Develop partnerships
with industry to identify
and address problems
associated with waste
minimalisation

•

Number of
partnerships
identified

CBMT4

CRCT4

•

Number of clean up
activities held

•
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Participate in Clean-Up
days to assist the survival
of healthy waterways
within the catchment

2007–2010
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C. Groundwater Supply
Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

To develop an
understanding of
ground water within
the southern ACT
catchment

•

Locate and map
groundwater reserves
within the catchment

•

Number of maps
produced

•

•

Develop ground water
monitoring programs
to assess the health of
ground water within the
catchment area

Number of
monitoring programs
implemented

ACT NRM
Plan

Murrumbidgee
CAP
WRCT3

D. River Health Monitoring
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Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

ACT NRM
Plan

Murrumbidgee
CAP

To continue monitoring
the state of our
waterways

•

•

Number of reports
produced

BMT3

WRCT4

•

Number of
monitoring programs
implemented

To raise the awareness
of the importance
of understanding,
protecting and
enhancing water quality
in our waterways

•

•

No of community
awareness activities

Assess the health of our
waterways

Continue Waterwatch
education program

Murrumbidgee River, Point Hutt Crossing

SOUTHERN ACT CATCHMENT GROUP INC

SOIL CONDITION
Land degradation occurs when the structure of the soils is changed or modified is some
way. Soils are the critical component in land degradation when it involves acidification,
contamination, erosion, or salination. The effects or poor soil conditions often contribute
to deterioration in water health as they are both linked through the same ecological
processes.
Soil acidification is a process by which soil pH decreases over time and can occur
when nutrients are removed from the soil profile through rainfall. Acid soils lower
crop productivity and increase soil vulnerability to contamination and erosion. Soil
contamination from industrial and urban activities interfere with the soil structure and can
cause increased erosion and water pollution. Soil erosion is an intrinsic natural process
caused by the movement of both wind and water in response to gravity. Increased erosion
through poor land use by overgrazing or the removal of vegetation causes sedimentation
of our waterways and modification of our landscape. Soil salination refers to the
accumulation of free salts within the soil structure and leads to degradation of soils and
vegetation through reduced plant growth and corrosion damage which in turn increases
erosion and sedimentation of our waterways. Salinity occurs when there is a change in the
water table levels, leaving salt deposits behind.
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Soil condition can be improved by using sustainable land management practises, isolating
degraded areas, establishing native vegetation corridors and monitoring and treating areas
of soil contamination. By maintaining sustainable soils we can increase productivity in the
catchment and contribute to improved water health.
The SACTCG is looking a maintaining soil condition by:
A. Sustainable Land Management: Improving soil condition by engaging landholders
in sustainable land management practises for increased productivity.
B. Soil Management: Coordinated planning between government and community to
assess the potential threats of acidity and salinity within our catchment.
C. Developing partnerships: Working with Government, non-government
organisations, research institutions, business and land managers to support
projects aimed at understanding and improving soil condition.

2007–2010
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A. Sustainable Land Management
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Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

ACT NRM
Plan

Murrumbidgee
CAP

To facilitate the
implementation of
programs to extend
best practise grazing
management systems
that have an emphasis
of improving soil
health.

•

•

Number of activities
promoted

SHT1

LRCT4

•

Number of people
attending each
activity

•

Increase in best
practise grazing
management
systems

To assist rural leases
to find other productive
ways of improving
areas with poor soil
condition

•

•

Number of
information packages
developed

SHT2

LRCT4

To increase ground
cover on areas of poor
soil condition

•

Promote activities that
encourage sustainable
land management
practices such as
Prograze, Landscan and
Healthy Soils

Develop information
packages that provide
alternate methods for
improving soil condition.
Organise a workshop in
partnership with the ACT
Government and rural
landholders to address
the issue of improving
and/or maintaining soil
condition

•

Promote the
understanding of
landscape management
techniques such as
Natural Sequence
Farming etc

•

Encourage the ACT
Government and rural
landholders to identify
areas of poor soil
condition

•

Develop a program to
help rural landholders to
increase native vegetation
and improve native
vegetation corridors

SOUTHERN ACT CATCHMENT GROUP INC

•

Workshop held

•

Number of
participants at
workshop

•

Improved land
management
practices adopted

•

Demonstration sites
set up

•

Areas of poor soil
condition identified

•

Number of native
vegetation corridors
improved

•

Number of
revegetation
programs
implemented

SHT3

SHT4
ST2

LRCT1

B. Soil Management
Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

ACT NRM
Plan

To develop a knowledge
base for soil condition
within the southern
ACT catchment

•

In partnership with the
ACT Government and
rural landholders assist
with the development
of maps that outline
problems areas of
acidity (and salinity if
appropriate) within the
catchment

•

Number of maps
produced

SHT2

To educate the
community on the
development and
management of Urban
Salinity and how it
affects our natural
resources

•

Assist in the production
and distribution of Fact
Sheets on Urban Salinity
in line with the Local
Government Salinity
Initiative.

•

Number of fact
sheets produced

ST2

•

Workshops held

•

Number of
participants at
workshop

•

Number of displays
and events

•

Assist with the
organisation of
workshops in partnership
with the ACT Government
and rural landholders
to identify the issues of
soil health within the
catchment

•

Promote the issues of
soil health at various
displays and events within
the catchmen

Murrumbidgee
CAP

ST1
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C. Developing Partnerships
Management Target

Management Action

Outcomes

ACT NRM
Plan

To develop partnerships
aimed at improving
soil condition within
the southern ACT
catchment

Working with Government,
non-government
organisations, research
institutions, business and
land managers

•

Number of
connections with
organisations

•

Number of
projects aimed
at understanding
and improving soil
condition.

Murrumbidgee
CAP

2007–2010
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