
The Story of a Gang gang chick being returned to its parents  
by T Tyrrell 
 

The days leading up to it. 

     
 
8 Jan 5:45pm both parents were in a good position for young to fledge when I arrived i.e. dad and mum both  
close to  the hollow.  It didn’t happen after watching for 20 mins and they ended up feeding the young and 

leaving.   I returned here about 7pm and I thought there were still 2 nestlings there.  

9 Jan am no sign of nestlings as I checked this hollow out on my walk past at 8:30am and 10:30am  

      

 

9 Jan   6:15pm and 8pm  above only one nestling seen in the hollow.  I thought that it was very likely that the 

one with more red had fledged either before dark after I left last night (between 7pm and 8:30pm) or this 

morning.   

The Rescue (or return) – 10 Jan 
Cam mentioned to me about 8pm on the 9 Jan that there had been a Gang gang chick on the Kent St Vet 
Facebook site.  

 
About 1pm the next day I rang the Vet to enquire about the chick.  They said that the chick had been picked 
up off the ground at the back of the Kent St Defence building around midday on the 9 Jan.   



Immediately on hearing this I wondered if it was the fledgling from the Sect 66 hollow which appeared (in 
the evening of the 9 Jan) to only have one nestling left.  I then contacted Carla at ACT Wildlife Rescue who 
sent me a photo of the chick which looked very much like the more mature of the two nestlings which I had 
photographed regularly over the past 12 days including the night of the 8 Jan.    
 

 
The photo Carla forwarded to me 
 
After ascertaining from the Vet and Carla that the chick was not injured I contacted Don Fletcher who said he 
would be able to put the chick back in the hollow.  Don had done another similar rescue at Mt Ainslie in the 
previous week.  I contacted Erica, the chick’s carer for the past 24 hours, and asked her to give the chick a big 
feed saying we would pick him up and return him to his hollow.  Cam and I then picked up the chick from its 
cage in Waramanga and met Don at the back of the Defence building (now known as Deakin offices) at about 
3:15pm.   
 
Don climbed the tree to the hollow at just after 4pm, took all the measurements of the hollow and after 
using his torch was pretty sure that there was no other nestling left in the hollow. Initially he had thought 
the hollow to be much longer but with the aid of the torch he was able to see right to the end of the hollow 

    
Don measuring the depth of the hollow which was 8.7 metres off the ground. 
 



I had sought advice from both Chris Davey and Michael Mulvaney (who had by then arrived at the site) and 
both had agreed that putting the chick back in the hollow was a reasonable thing to do.  There had been 
some recent success doing this.  We had some concerns that the parents may not come back and the chick 
would be left in the hollow on its own at night.  Jacky said the parents may return around 5pm which was 
their usual pattern.  The chick which was still in the box on the ground was starting to get a bit distressed by 
this stage so it was good when the parents flew back into a nearby tree shortly before 5pm.  The chick called 
to them when it heard the parents call.   
 
Don took the chick out of the box and put it onto a low branch but after 30mins the parents had not made 
any move to connect with their son. 
 

.             
The chick on a low branch at 5pm and Don recapturing it to return it to the hollow at 5:55pm 
 
The parents were still sitting quietly in the canopy of a nearby tree.  Don and Michael then decided that it 
would be best to put it back in the hollow and see what happens.  As Don was placing it back in the hollow 
both parents flew to the tree, quite close to Don, but after a few minutes flew away again. 
 
Don placed the chick in the hollow and it immediately turned around, came to the edge of the hollow and 
was starting to fall when Don caught it for the first time.  He then placed it on top of the hollow.  It still 
seemed a bit disoriented and after about 20 secs fell with Don managing to catch it again.  He tried one more 
time.  This time the chick settled and seemed a bit surer of its bearings.  
 

 
The chick just after it had been placed deeply back in the hollow tried to come back out   



   
Being caught after it started to fall the first time 
 

          
 
After being placed on top of the hollow and Don catching it after its second fall 

    

At 6:51pm Dad came in and fed and preened the chick.      7:04pm family reunion.  

 At 6:51pm Dad came in and fed and preened the chick and Mum came in shortly after and did the same.  
Over the next 90 mins there was more preening with the parents encouraging their son to fledge.  This got 



quite forceful at one stage when Dad tried to almost knock his son off the perch.  Dad could be seen a few 
times over this period demonstrating and showing his son how to get back into the hollow, but the chick 
seemed very reluctant/scared to move from its perch.   
 

   
Mum flying off after preening at 7:23pm and dad showing his son how to get back into hollow at 7:45pm.  
“this is an option if you don’t want to fledge this evening” 
 
After no success and with it nearing dark Mum came in at about 8:20pm and virtually pushed/pulled her son 

off his perch at 8:24pm.  Dad, Mum and son all flew together to a small tree about 70 metres away where 

they spent some minutes with their son.  The chick fledgling after his first successful maiden flight seemed 

very uncoordinated when trying to hold on to a very small branch in the top of the canopy.  I left them to it 

but after hearing a call from Dad a short while later went back to check on the chick.  By then the chick had 

settled nicely and looked as though it would be OK.  Mum had returned to sit peering out of the hollow and 

Dad was on a tree not far away.  The parents had done their job.  A happy ending for all!  

  

Mum pushing her son off perch (8:24pm) and Dad and son in nearby tree after maiden successful flight 
 
Special thanks to Don without whose climbing skills the return of this chick to its parents would not have 
been successful .Thanks to all those who participated in this rescue which ensured that the chick will have 
the best possibility of leading a normal Gang gang life.  Cameron Tyrrell (saw the Facebook site and helped 
with rescue), Kent St Vet (putting it on Facebook), Carla D’Andreti from ACT Wildlife Rescue (very helpful), 
Erica, who cared for chick for 24 hours.  Don Fletcher, Chris Davey, advice, and Michael Mulvaney – advice 
and running the Gang gang survey, Jacky Fogerty -advice and monitoring of this tree, Jenny Tyrrell support –
phone calls, to Chris and Michael, food, drinks, icy poles on a very long, hot afternoon. 



 
In summary these are some of the issues we discussed through the course of the afternoon about whether 
to return the nestling to the hollow- 
 
Had the other nestling fledged, if not then the parents would definitely come back? But it had. 
If we return the nestling to the hollow will the parents come back to care for it? 
If we put it back and the parents don’t return can we get the nestling back out? And how long would we 
leave it before getting it out?  He was being fed three times a day by the carer.   
If the hollow is very deep as was this hollow do we “stuff” something in the hollow so we could reach the 
chick if necessary? 
What if the other nestling was still in the hollow and stuffing a sack in would be signing its death warrant? 
Could we be 100% certain that there wasn’t a side chamber the other nestling could be in? 
 
 
Tom Tyrrell 
 


